2008 PFI Annual Conference:

Friday, January 11 – Saturday, January 12, 2008
(Rev. 9/17/07)

Conference location:
Airport Holiday Inn, 6111 Fleur Drive, Des Moines, Iowa 50321 (888) 400-9714
SESSION DETAILS

Title:  Sustainable Energy for Small and Mid-sized Farms


Description:  The options for using less energy and producing your own energy from wind, solar or bio-fuels can at first seem daunting and complicated, but there is currently more financial and environmental incentive than ever to jump into it.  At this workshop you will have the opportunity to learn what might work best for your situation, through hearing our speakers share information about their years of practical experience.


Date/time:  Friday, January 11, 12:30 – 4:30 pm


Format:

12:30 – 2:00 pm:  first portion of panel presentations and discussion


2:00 – 3:00 pm:  networking break / Exhibit Hall open 

3:00 – 4:30 pm: second portion of panel presentations and discussion


People involved:


Moderator: Kamyar Enshayan, 319-273-7140, kamyar.enshayan@uni.edu 

Kamyar is an agricultural engineer and a research associate at the University of Northern Iowa’s  Center for Energy and Environmental Education.  Kamyar is also the coordinator of UNI’s Local Foods Project, which links institutional food buyers to nearby farms and processors of Iowa-grown food. He also established the Ecological Alternative to Pesticides project, which encourages pesticide-free lawn maintenance.

Speakers:

1.
Lonnie Gamble, 641-469-5240, lonniegamble@yahoo.com 
Lonnie is a registered professional engineer who has worked on a wide variety of renewable energy projects including solar electric, wind, geothermal and biomass. He has additional knowledge and expertise with permaculture, natural building materials and systems, and organic gardening.  Lonnie does consulting and teaching locally and nationally.  He lives at the Abundance Eco-Village, which he co-founded in Fairfield, Iowa.


2.
Martin Kleinschmidt, 402-254-6893, martink@cfra.org 
Martin is the Sustainable Agriculture Specialist for the Center for Rural Affairs in Nebraska.  He has over 30 years of experience in sustainable agriculture, beginning with the Small Farm Energy Project in 1975.  He operates his 385 acre farm in Hartington without the use of production chemicals. 

3.
Joe Weisshaar, 641-202-2122, jajp@iowatelecom.net 


Joe manages his family's Creston-area farm with his son, Alan, and daughters Julia and Jean. They grow some organic row crops and raise cattle for the natural beef commercial market. They use extended crop rotations on their farm, practice intensive grazing with paddocks and ponds, compost manure to use for field fertilizer. This spring they erected a 35-kilowatt wind generator on their farm.  Joe’s son-in-law, Brian Zachary, was instrumental in planning the project and will probably also speak at the conference.

4.
Robert Byrnes, 402-685-4333, waterdog@nerenew.com 
Robert is an organic chemist by education, and the founder and president of Nebraska Renewable Energy Systems in Oakland, Nebraska, which offers wind, solar and biodiesel consulting services to small farms.  He was the first registered producer of biodiesel in Nebraska, along with erecting the first DC charging wind turbine in Nebraska in several decades.  With his family, he lives on a 10 acre farm that has been off the grid for three years. 

Conference planning contacts:

•
Jim Clark, Program Specialist, PFI, 515-232-5661, ext. 107, jim@practicalfarmers.org 

•
Kathy Roth Eastman, freelance event coordinator, 515-255-0882, kathyeastman@mchsi.com 

